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SUBJ: SHANGHAI JOURNAL CALLS FOR MORE ACTIVE POLITICAL SCENE 

SUMMARY. SHANGHAI'S NEW POLITICAL JOURNAL HAS CALLED EOR MORE 
ACTIVE POLITICAL DEBATES BETWEEN DIFEERENT SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT AND 
TAKEN THE STANCE THAT ENDORSEMENT OR OPPOSITION ON IMPORTANT 
ISSUES SHOULD BE OPENLY EXPRESSED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE LEAD ARTICLE IN THE LATEST ISSUE OF THE SHANGHAI JOURNAL 
STUDY AND CRITICISM NO. 4, DECEMBER) IS ENTITLED "WE MUST HAVE 
A LIVELY AND ACTIVE POLITICAL SITUATION" AND CALLS FOR DEBATES 
AND CRITICISM BETWEEN DIFEERENT OPINIONS AND SCHOOLS OE THOUGHT. 

THE ARTICLE CHANGES THAT "LIU SHAO-CHI, LIN PIAO, AND OTHERS 
LIKE THEM" SUPPRESSED THE PEOPLE. "THE REVOLUTIONARY INITIATIVE 
OF THE MASSES OF THE PEOPLE WAS SUBDUED TO THE GREATES TEXTENT 
AS A RESULT...HOW COULD WE HAVE A LIVELY AND ACTIVE SITUATION? 

...IN OUR COUNTRY THERE MUST BE A EULL DEMOCRATIC LIFE AND THE 
CONSCIENTIOUS IMPLEMENTATION OE THE SYSTEM OE DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM 
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INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE PARTY." THE ARTICLE CALLS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
OF "CHAIRMAN MAO'S PRINCIPLE OF LETTING A HUNDRED FLOWERS BLOOM 
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AND A HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT CONTEND" AS "THE REVOLUTIONARY 
POLICY" FOR STRUGGLE. 

2. MAO'S POEM ABOUT "SUFFEREING TEN THOUSAND CUTS...TO UNHORSE 
THE EMPERIOR" IS QUOTED, WHICH EVOKES MEMORIES OF RED GUARDS 
CHANTING IT AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION, BUT THIS 

IS COMBINED WITH EXPRESSIONS OF MODERATION AND TEMPERANCE ELSEWHERE 
IN THE ARTICLE. THE "TENDENCY OF SECTARIANISM" IS OPPOSED, 

AND IN GENERAL THE CALL IS FOR CORRECTION, REFORM, AND UNITY 
IN DEALING WITH THOSE WHO HAVE COMMITTED MISTAKES. "WE MUST... 

BE 

PATIENT IN DOING OUR WORK AND MUST NOT BE IMPETUOUS," THE ARTICLE 
CAUTIONS. 

3. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE ARTICLE, PUBLISHED 

DECEMBER 16, ADDRESSES THE SAME WARNING TO INTELLECTUALS THAT WAS 
FEATURED IN THE REGIME'S AUTHORITATIVE JANUARY I EDITORIAL TWO 
WEEKS LATER (HONG KONG 0001). THIS ADDS TO EARLIER INDICATIONS 
THAT THE SHANGHAI JOURNAL IS WELL PLUGGED IN AND CONVEYS VIEWS 
FROM AN INFLUENTIAL QUARTER THAT PROBABLY INCLUDES WANG HUNG- WEN 
AND CHANG CHUN-CHIAO, SHANGHIA'S REPRESENTATIVES ON THE POLITBURO'S 
STANDING COMMITTEE, AS WELL AS YAO WEN- YUAN. 

4. ANOTHER PASSAGE IS WORTH QUOTING, AS IT MAY OFFER AN INSIGHT 
ON THE JOURNAL'S EDITORIAL POLICY AND BEYOND THAT ON POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES CURRENTLY UNFOLDING IN THE PRC: "AS TO MATTERS 
CONCERNING IMPORTANT POLITICAL PROBLEMS, WE SHOULD EXPRESS OUR 
ATTITUDE OF ENDORSEMENT OR OPPOSITION. IF THERE IS ANY PROBLEM, 

WE MUST PUT IT ON THE TABLE, GIVE FULL PLAY TO DEMOCRACY, AND 
PERMIT DISCUSSION ABOUT DIFFERENT OPINIONS." THIS KIND OF STAND- 
UP-AND-BE-COUNTED ATTITUDE HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY EARLIER ISSUES 
OF THE JOURNAL WHICH IN SEPARATE ARTICLES ENDORSED CHOU'S 

FOREIGN POLICY LINE, VIGOROUSLY ATTACKED CONFUCIUS, DEFENDED THE LEFT 
AGAINST SUPPRESSION, AND ADVOCATED ARMING THE WORKERS. 

OSBORN 
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